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Title: DIY Disciples - Living What We Believe 

Date: 5 April 2020  
Place: Grace Covenant 
 
INTRODUCTION: 

 
 

 
 
CS Lewis 1948 
“How are we to live in an atomic age?” I am tempted to reply: “Why, as you would 
have lived in the sixteenth century when the plague visited London almost every 
year, or as you would have lived in a Viking age when raiders from Scandinavia 
might land and cut your throat any night; or indeed, as you are already living in an 
age of cancer, an age of [disease], an age of paralysis, an age of air raids, an age of 
railway accidents, an age of motor accidents.” 
 
The first action to be taken is to pull ourselves together. If we are all going to be 
destroyed by an atomic bomb, let that bomb when it comes find us doing sensible 
and human things 
—praying, working, teaching, reading, listening to music,  
bathing the children, playing tennis, chatting to our friends over a pint and a game of 
darts—not huddled together like frightened sheep and thinking about bombs.  
They may break our bodies, but they need not dominate our minds. 
 
 
So we’re learning to adapt to lockdown, now apart from all the serious implications 
about this time in our country… 

- Let me ask you … have you being doing more watching videos of people 
exercising or have you been exercising? 

- Cooking / fixing / singing? 
- I see so many challenges for the “Craziest video”… but wonder about the 

number of entries vs the number of views! 
- Its far easier to WATCH than to DO!! 
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- If you’re following GC church online, you would have seen our 2 Min 
Encouragements from our leaders, and 30 sec Prayer Greetings – they’re been so 
special!  

o You know its far easier to watch one of those than to DO one!  
o Even when we asked the leaders to send in their contributions… it took a 

while to get the ball rolling, but as we’ve started to flight them, there’s been 
a rush of contributions!  

o Maybe that’s because when a request is still academic – just an idea, it 
doesn’t really make traction. But when just a few begin to DO it takes off, it 
becomes real, and part of who I am. 

o So if you’ve seen one of those, and been touched by the encouraging 
message - why don’t you video yourself on your phone, and WhatsApp 
your Encouragement to a Friend, a Loved one, a Colleague? 

o Go from Watch to Do – Interest to Involvement – Association to Action? 
That’s the crux of DIY Disciples: 
We’re called to FOLLOW Jesus – to DO – even when it’s easier to WATCH what He’s 
doing!  
 
We’ve become a like and share generation – where we feel as though we have 
participated when all we’ve done is passed on someone else’s thoughts instead of 
offering our own.  
Mtt 7: 21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, 
but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to 
me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive 
out demons and in your name perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I 
never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’ 
Today we could say “But Lord we’ve liked and shared in your name, We’ve status 
updated and joined groups in your name.” 

- Seems we can do that without investing our heart, knowing of following Jesus, 
not knowing and following Jesus. 

 
In this season there is an explosion of online messages – Soundcloud says a 50% 
increase this month!  
 
And that’s amazing if it means that people who may never have heard the message, 
now can, or those who would never have been reached, not are being saved! 
 
But its not great if this too just becomes a form of Christian entertainment, where we 
Watch more, but not DO more in response! 
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1 Disciple is a Doing Word. 
In fact the bible is full of commands to encourage each other, bare each other’s 
burdens, share what we learn with each other, be concerned for each other, forgive 
each other, love each other, build up each other, strive to do what is good for each 
other. 
Into to the Wise and Foolish builders:  
Lk 6:46 “Why do you call me Lord Lord and not do what I say? 
 
There is an expectation of doing when we follow Jesus! 
Matthew 25: “At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their 
lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish and five were 
wise. 3 The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. 4 The wise 
ones, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. 5 The bridegroom was a long time in 
coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep. 
6 “At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’ 
7 “Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish ones said to the 
wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’ 
9 “‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those 
who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’ 
10 “But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins 
who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut. 
11 “Later the others also came. ‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, ‘open the door for us!’ 
12 “But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I don’t know you.’ 
 
1) Culturally the Bridegroom and his wedding party would leave his house and in great 

procession go to the brides home. Just like our funerals in villages today, crowds 
would follow, some deeply connected to the family, some just interested by 
standers. 

2) V3 Seems a different level of personal investment  
3) V5 “A long time” MSG The bridegroom didn't show up when they expected him, and 

they all fell asleep. 
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a. Its true that our love and commitment is tested when things don’t go as we 
expected! 

4) V7 trimmed lamps – scholars tell us that being outside, these were more than likely 
Oil Torches, which took large amounts of oil, needing to be replenished every 15 
minutes!  

5) These two groups of ladies looked the same at the beginning, but just a little 
adversity, and the DIY Disciples stand out! 

 

 
 

 
2 4 People a Disciple Needs. 
1) Paul:   Acts 9:4-9  - A Father in the Faith – A Leader. 
4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 
5 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. 6 
“Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.” 7 The men traveling 
with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see anyone. 8 Saul got 
up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they led him by 
the hand into Damascus. 

15 But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my 
name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. 
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1) Clear vision of Jesus and the direction He has for us. 
2) Know the word and God’s pattern. 
3) Father, Mentor, Respect, Example, Foundation layer. 
4) Trust to speak the truth even if unpopular. 
5) Causes us to stretch ourselves, to live at a higher level than we thought possible.  God’s 

level. 
 
A LEADER 

 
 
2) Silas:  Acts 15:22-32 - A Prophet.  
32 Judas and Silas, who themselves were prophets, said much to encourage and 
strengthen the believers. 33 After spending some time there, they were sent off by the 
believers with the blessing of peace to return to those who had sent them. 
39 They had such a sharp disagreement that they parted company. Barnabas took Mark and 
sailed for Cyprus, 40 but Paul chose Silas and left, commended by the believers to the grace 
of the Lord. 41 He went through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches. 
Acts 16: 23 After they had been severely flogged, they were thrown into prison, and the jailer 
was commanded to guard them carefully. 25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying 
and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to them.  
1) Sensitive to the Holy Spirit. 
2) Helps you get closer to God c.f. Eph 4:11 – Pass it on to Saints. 
3) Understand God more. 
4) Co-worker, not fussed with position, but productivity. 
5) Example how to use own gifting together with others. 
6) Causes us to love God more, to desire Holiness and greater Intimacy and Usefulness. 
 
A LISTENER  
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3) Barnabas:  Acts 4:36 & Acts 9:26-27 – An Encourager 
4:36 Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means “son 
of encouragement”), 37 sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the 
apostles’ feet. 
 
9:26 When he [Paul] came to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples, but they were all afraid 
of him, not believing that he really was a disciple. 27 But Barnabas took him and brought him 
to the apostles. He told them how Saul on his journey had seen the Lord and that the Lord 
had spoken to him, and how in Damascus he had preached fearlessly in the name of Jesus. 

a) Son of Encouragement More than a Name – In His DNA 
b) Introduced Paul to the Apostles – when everyone else doubted his sincerity. 
c) Trusted and believed the best of Paul. 

 
Therefore, a Barnabas will:  
1) Encourage you - Pour positive faith into you. 

a) To Look on the bright side. 
b) In the Lord – even if bleak. 

2) Believe the best of you 
3) Have Faith in God’s plan for you 
4) Introduce you to key friends who will benefit you. 
5) Come alongside (Parakleet) 
6) Cause us to see a Faith Filled Future and strive to attain it. 
 
A LIFTER AND 
A LINKER 
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4) Timothy: 1 Tim 1:2 1 Cor 4:5-17 - A son  
1 Tim 1:2 True son of faith 
1 Cor 4:15-17 Few Fathers and Therefore few sons! 
15 Even if you had ten thousand guardians in Christ, you do not have many fathers, for in 
Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel. 16 Therefore I urge you to imitate me. 
17 For this reason I have sent to you Timothy, my son whom I love, who is faithful in the Lord. 
He will remind you of my way of life in Christ Jesus, which agrees with what I teach 
everywhere in every church. 
 
Tim : My son 

: Whom I love = Father and Jesus our greatest e.g.  
        : Who is Faithful 
        : Will remind you of my way of life = living copy 
        : All he does agrees with the truth. 
 
1) Sounds great, to have someone like this in our lives, but only if we’re worthy to be 

followed!  
2) Will give you opportunity to put into others 
3) Causes us to accept RESPONSIBILITY for others 
4) Help them grow, find feet, develop love for God 
5) Causes you to go back to God for answers, faith and holiness, good e.g. intercession, 

concern paternal faith hope and pride 
 
A LEARNER 
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WE NEED ALL FOUR IN OUR LIVES! 

- Having a Learner with having a Leader is Dangerous 
- Having a Leader without a Learner is Fruitless 
- Having a Lifter without a Listener is Self-indulgent 
- Having a Listener without a Learner is empty Novelty. 
- Having a Linker without Leader is Ambition 

 
CONCLUSION: 
AND TODAY Jesus MAKES THE SAME CALL TO US 
“Come Follow Me” “Come and be my Disciple”  
Not just a Believer, but a Disciple. 

- Will you? 
- First time? 
- Again? 

Will I be  
Paul – Purposeful 
Silas – Sensitive 
Barnabas – Selfless 
Timothy – Teachable / Receptive 
 
 
WILL YOU DIY DISCIPLE TODAY? 
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- I spoke of missing the blessings of the early church building blocks… Teaching, 
Fellowship, BoB, Prayer… 

- But that there was another side of “normal Christian life” that we may think was just 
for the few stand out characters  

- that of frequent Imprisonments, loss of liberty, loneliness and aloneness,  
- In fact much of the new testament books that we so treasure, were written in prison 

or confinement! 
- One could suggest that if not for these lockdowns the bible writers may not have 

needed to write the very passages that we rely on today! 
- But you know it was far more common than we think, even today the phrase “Throw 

the Christians to the Lions” lives on … from those days! 
 

Following Jesus is a Personal relationship lived out in Community.  
Am I following someone following Jesus or am I Following Jesus with Someone? 
 
Christianity is a Togetherness Faith – we live, worship, encourage each other, grow, 
thrive in community.  
 
 
 


